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of the Zoning Regulations of Baltimore County,

ORDER RECEIVED FOR FILING

Date

IN RE: PETITTON FOR AONING VAR [ANCE *  BEFORE THE

W/s Mrddle River Road, 80 ft.
N ot Langley Ruad

610 Middle River Road

15th  Election Mstrict

oth Councilmanic pistrict

*  7ONING COMMISSIONER
*  OF BALTIMORE COUNTY

* Case No. 91-319-A

Trustees ot Middle River Baptist
Church, Petitioners

x * x * - ® * * * * ¥

FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

The Petitioners herein request a variance tfrom Section 413.1(b} ot

the Baltimore County voning Regulations (B.C.4.R.) to allow an existing

i 3 ) , in
double sided illuminated sign with a total area of 89.2 square feet

tien of  Lhe permitted 30 s9. ft. sign, as more particularly described on

Pet 1t loners’ Exhibit No. 1.

The Petitioners, by John Muller, appeared, Ltestified and was

ropresented by James Patterson, Esquire. There were no protestants.

west imony  indicated that the subject property known as 610 Middle

- - . 3 r -
River RrRoad Avenue, consists of 12.2 acres +/-, zoned D.R.%.% and 1is cU

rently improved with the Middle River Baptist Church.

Pest imony  indicated that the subject sign replaced an old plywood

emer  inmdienated  that

sign which had deteriorated over the years. Tesl umony indicateqd

there are approximately e1ght churches within a one mile radius of the

subject property and that visitors had indicated difficulty in reading the

old sign 1p time to negot iate the turn into the parking lot. Testimony

indicated that approximately 14,000 cars per day use Middle River Road and

that traffic t requent Ly exceeds the posted 30 mile per hour limit for this

i ult
rnadway. No ingress oOr egress problems have been experienced as a TIes

of the sign, and light dittusion has been restricted to the subject site.
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ION FOR ZONING VARIANCE
PETIT NCE )9 A

TO THE ZONING COMMISSIONER OF BALTIMORE COUNTY:

i i i ty and which is
: 1 er(s) of the property situate in Baltimore Coun n
dmghbgduil;:d:hr:lgc;‘eﬁ'ri})e&:xlx g‘:g -plat) attachedphereto and made a part hereof, hereby petition for a

i i 115 1 b__to 311_0_\'1-?.TL_E)LiS.L'Lng.._dD_thle.-si.d.ed_------_-
Variance from Section _..__. T . SRR .- ) :
" £
ilﬁL!UELQ?IJ%Q-EEiBJL-!JLLD-Ji-LJlLﬂJh_aIuaa_ilﬁ_fﬁQ.JL-sqiuarfy-feuab1-l ----- Chae-
e, Verd Y ) YWPURY. ecccm————-
iy 2&_- r.ﬂfrv___l’.ii__"_-f/.-ﬁ..-,in.é- /- /A PP R L b
---%---. / : ‘1
_..__..____.__...-___..___.___., - - ”-_. ------ r f
---______--_-__-____-_______-__-__-___-_-__ta e i = Baitinore Countys 1S t#e

following reasons: (indicate hardship or practical difficulty)
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Property is to be posted and advertised as prescribed by Zoning Regulations.
i ising, posti te., upon filing of this
: expenses of above Variance advertising, posting, € g
pe-tililc')r? raﬁs, f?lgr:.-;irt%gprae% t:pmd are to be bound by the zoning regulauotns and restrictions of
Baltimore County adopted pursuant to the Zoning Law For Baltimore County.

1/We do solemnly declare and affirm,
under the penalties of perjury, that 1/we
are the legal owner(s) of the property
which is the subject of this Pelition.

Contract Purchaser: Legal Owner{(s): -
Tius FEs ol mloikh Lt DAL T5. b/

------------------------------------ (Type or Print Name)

e m e e+

e e v R
- -

Signature Signature
i Ak B copikttt S i BEE
"_Kc-!&;e;; --------------------------------- ) (Typy or Print Name)
M{M@M ________
""City and State / atuf
Attorney for Petitioner: . g .
o mprk ddd K4 bFE_FYI8
""" Address Phone No.
LT 77 N 1 AARO

Clty and State

Name, address and phone numnber of legal owner, con-
tract purchaser or representative to be contacted

N I LLY 2 S L X2 2 - —
City and State , N;‘“"e ok H
_ fex CIRULE 2032720 . ol S AN
Attorney's Telephone No.: 82520104 ... L- R;,aﬁ,;; """""" Phone No.

ORDERED By The Zoning Commissioner of Baltimore County, this _—-----==--—----

192/ that the subject matter of this petition be advertised, as

O qired 1 e ing Law 0 f or i f peneral circulation through-

ired - County, in two newspapers ol .
T g Zoing Law & gy ! I.Pe hearing be had before the Zoning
out Baltimore County, that property be posted, and that u;t; pgmct; earts had before the ZoTDE
»

Commissioner of Baltimore County in Room 108,

/0. ...... day of . NefSgy-=- == - 19__-./.. at .,_(__- o'clock

Cﬁnty, on the -------"--

NP /? ;o - A/ o
---M. Fét/{‘)t- //23 9/ __ i f ,/ o
F;;iEJV}?Jr{*/ o e e

JKD;. . P Zoning Commissioner of Baltimore
b | |

e

[‘}7 7;.%.( oL
/5/ > (over) SRS ST
HIC Pbueing ~ Loms ot )

An area variance may be granted where strict application of the zon-
ing requlations would cause practical difficulty to the Petitioner and his

property. McLean v. Soley, 270 Md. 208 (1973). To prove practical

difficulty for an area variance, the Petitioner must meet the follcwing:

1) whether strict compliance with requirement
would unreasonably prevent the use of the proper-
ty tor a permitted purpose or render conformance
unnecessarily burdensome;

2) whether the grant would do substantial
injustice to applicant as well as other property
owners in the district or whether a lesser relaxa-
tion than that applied for would give substantial
relief; and

3) whether relief can be granted in such fash-

ion that the spirit of the ordinance will be
observed and pubtic safety and welfare secured.

Anderson v. Bd. of Appeals, Town of Chesapeake Beach,

28 (1974).

1t is clear from the testimony that if the variance, such use as
proposed would not be contrary to the spirit of the B.C.Z.R. and would not
result in substantial detriment to the public good.

After due consideration of the testimony and evidence presented, 1t
is clear that a practical difficulty or unreasonable hardship would result
if the variance was not qranted. It has been established that the require-
ments from which the Petitioners seek relief would unduly restrict the use
of the land due to the special conditions unique to this particular par-
cel. In addition, the variance requested will not be detrimental to the
public health, safety and general welfare.

Pursuant to the advertisement, posting ot the property, and public

hearing on this Petition held, and for the reasons given above, the relief

&r requested should be granted.

1 oROFILMEL

ATTACHMENT
PETITION FOR ZONING VARIANCE 9,”
MIDDLE RIVER BAPTIST CHURCH 9/’3’

The removal of the existing sign would cause the following
practical difficulties:

a) The allowable sign would be too small to be safely seen,

The purpose of the existing sign is to identify the Church and

give the hours of the various activities. The area where the

church and the sign are located is very open. A smaller one-

sided sign co i i i
g uld not be seen without diverting the driver's

attention and would cause a danger to public safety and welfare.

b) The current sign was constructed in a manner that blends
with the building it is identifying and alsoc to take advantage of
the topography. Smaller sign would be less tasteful and effective

c) The existing sign has been in place for over three (3)
years and it replaced another sign that was located in same area

d) The spirit of the sign ordinance would appear to be such
that excessive signs, both in size and style, should not be allowed
in residential areas, but allowing for signs that are tastefully

done and serve the purpose of identification for the permitted

non-residential areas. The allowance of this variance would

certainly fulfill the spirit of the ordinance.

e) Denying the variance would require the church to remove
the existing sign and replace it with a sign that would not blend

with the buildings and much less functional. This would be an

unnecessary burdensome and as already stated would cause increased
danger to public safety.
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ORDEZR RECEWED FOR FILING

Date

By

THEREFORE, 1IT Ii/ORDERED by the Zoning Commissioner for Baltimore
Z, e -
County this / day of

Variance from Section 413.1(b)

991 that the Petition for a Zoning

he Baltimore County Zoning Regqulations
(B.C.2.R.) to allow an existing double sided illuminated sign with a total

area ot 99.2 square feet, in lieu ot the permit'ed 30 sg. ft. sign, in

accordance with Petitioners' Exhibit No. 1, is hereby GRANTED, subject,

however, to the tollowing restriction which are conditions precedent to

the relief granted herein:

1. The Petitioner is hereby made aware that
proceeding at this time is at its own risk until
such time as the 30 day appellate process from
this Order has expired. If, for whatever reason,
Lhis Order 1s reversed, the Petitioner would be
required Lo return, and be responsible for return-
ing, said property to its original condition.

. ROBERT HAI
Zoning Commissioner
for Baltimore County

JRH/mmn
cc:  Peoples Counsel

- .\.:' LI} -5..'-‘sl,‘
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PAUL K. MILLER & ASSOCIATES

1509 RTTCHIE HIGHWAY, SUTTE D
ARNOLD, MARYLAND 21012

(301)757-9202

PAUL K. MILLER P.L S q LAND SURVEYING
/ j/ 7 ﬁ LAND PLANNING

. C 4 -
Jan. 4, 1991

ZONING DESCRIPTION
LAND OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE MIDDLE RIVER BAPTIST CHURCH
OF BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND

Beginning at a point on the west side of Middle River Road, which is sixty

(60) feet wide, at the distance of eighty (80) feet north of the centerline of
Langley Road, which is sixty (60) feet wide, thence the following courses and
distances:

South 81°38'07" West, 164.58 feet

South 06°47'17" East, 115.99 feet

South 81°07'08" West, 210.77 feet

North 02°11'21" East, 119.87 feet

South 82°03'34" West, 1080.39 feet

North 06°30'40" West, 359.47 feet

North 81°38'40" East, 1354,25 feet and

South 19°20'00" East, 373.55 feet to the place of beginning, as recorded
in Deed Liber 5677, Folio 76.

Containing 531,388 square feet or 12.199 acres of land.
Also known as #610 Middle River Road and located in the Fifteenth (15th)

Election District of Baltimore County, Maryland.

The above description prepared from a plat entitled "Property Survey for

Middle River Baptist Church Property" by Charles A. Logan, dated June 10, 1976.
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Baltimore County Government .
Zoning Commissioner
Office of Planning and Zoning

111 West Chesapeake Avenue
Towson, MD 21204 887-3353

James H. Patterson, Esquire
400 E. Joppa Road
Towson, Maryland 21204

RE: Petition for Zoning Variance
Case No. 91-319-A

Trustees of the Middle River Baptist Church, Petitioner

Dear Mr. Patterson:

Enclosed please find the decision rendered in the above capticned

case. The Petition for Zoning Variance has been gran i i
e e Aot iar granted in accordance with

In the event the decision rendered is unfavorable
: ; to any party, please
be advised that any party may file an appeal within thirty (30) days gf the
dat? 9f the'Order to the County Board of Appeals. If you require
additional information concerning filing an appeal, please feel free to
contact our Appeals Clerk at 887-3391.

Very truly yours,

(
)‘: 4 Roért Halnes
Zo

ning Commissioner

JRH: mmn
encl.
cc: Peoples Counsel

cc: Mr. John F. Muller

4 Box Circle
Baltimore, Maryland 21221

CERTIFICATE OF POSTING o/
ZONING DEPARTMENT OF BALTIMORE COUNTY 7/.?//"%
Touwsen, Maryland

District_ (674 . ‘ Date of M-c-.»}z/.’.f[if.---.___-_--..

P‘."‘ "': ------------- bttt L et i

Petitioner: ,Zz:’/.a.Z/:‘.—'.z.--ﬂf./."Z?. ........ ey o2l 3G LB e

-----------------------

CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION

TOWSON, MD., 3 - | ﬂ ,196(

THIS IS TO CERTIFY, that the annexed advertisement was

published in THE JEFFERSONIAN, a weekly newspaper published

in Towson, Baltimore County, Md., once in each of __l_ successive

weeks, the first publication appearing on 5 - L‘( . IQQ( X

Haring Dade: Wedneaday
April 10,1991 st 1100 a.m.
Varianes: 10 sow an existing
with & oie 2 hoi
Hhhad.- of u.;)mln THE JEFFERSOM-
o sgn. | !
J. ROBERT HAINES
i ol

Publisher

$ L 3
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CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION

;g"((ﬁ .wiii;

THIS IS TO CERTIFY, that the annexed advertisement was publish-

ed in the NORTHEAST TIMES BOOSTER and the NORTHEAST TIMES
REPORTER, weckly newspapers published in Baltimore County, Md.,
once in each of l successive weeks, the first publication appearing

on 3 - “'(' a9t

NORTHEAST TIMES BOOSTER and the
NORTHEAST TIMES REPORTER

{ 2be Ol

Publisher

F Ll 34

Baltimore County Government
Zoning Commissioner
Office of Planning and Zoning

111 West Chesapeake Avenuc
Towson, MD 21204

James H. Patterson, Esquire
400 E. Joppa Road
Towson, MD 21204

RE:

v

887-3353

March 28, 1991

Item No. 288, Case No. 91-319-A

Petitioner: John F. Muller
petition for Zoning Variance

Dear Mr. Patterson:

The Zoning Plans Advisory Committee has reviewed the plans gubmitted
with the above referenced petition. The following comm?nts are qot
intended to indicate the appropriateness of the zoning action
requested, but to assure that all parties are made aware of plans_or
problems with regard to the development plans that may have a bearing
on this case. Director of Planning may file a written report with the
Zoning Commissioner with recommendations as to the suitability of the

requested zoning.

Enclosed are all comments submitted from the members of the Committee
at this time that offer or request information on your petition. If
similar comments from the remaining members are received, I will

forward them to you. Otherwise,

any comment that 1is not informative

will be placed in the hearing file. This petition was accepted for
filing on the date of the enclosed filing certificate and a hearing

scheduled accordingly.

IT WOULD BE APPRECIATED IF YOU WOULD RETURN YOUR WRITTEN COMMENTS TO
MY OFFICE, ATTENTION JULIE WINIARSKI. IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS
REGARDING THIS, PLEASE CONTACT HER AT 887-3391.

truly yours,/(@f
E;dmzs E. DYER

JED: jw
Enclosures

cc: Mr. John F. Muller
Middle River Baptist Church
610 Middle River Road
Middle River, MD 21220

Chairman -
Zoning Plans Advisory Committee

TR et oL "'-".*i',i"—" O,

" Baltimore County
Zoning Commisioner

County Office Building
111 West Chesapeake Avenve
Towy.. Maryland 21204

LRl T W ARNE Pl
NPT | 23 W RISV S T L

I vt I
L AST NEME OF OudIF: TRST HID VR Baab

N5 AD4H01 31 MICHRE
Plaasa Make Chechis Payshle To: Baltimore M}D?:U?ﬁﬂnl-:‘g—?]_

Baltimore County
Zoning Commisioner

County Office Building :ccoum: R.001.6157
111 West Chesapeake Avenue umhar

/-5

DAt BON9OM T HRL
Please Make Checks Payable To: Baltimore Lapnty)y 1 - 2 33H05 -1 91

Baltimore County Government
Zoning Commissioner
Office of Planning and Zoning

-0,

111 West Chesapeake Avenue
Towson, MD 21204

Your petition has been received and accepted for filing this

6th day of February, 1991.

,{Z ‘4?: 'if/‘“ /ﬂf !
, R 2 /}?"W

J. ROBERT HAINES
ZONING COMMISSIONER

Received By:

e

’
Zoning Plans Advisory ittee

Petitioner: Middle River Baptist Church, et al

Petitioner's Attorney: James H. Patterson

$175.00

receipt

Baltimore County Government
Zoning Commisstoner

111 West Chesapeake Avenue
Towson, M) 21204

DATE: ) lz‘vlﬂ

Trustee of Middle River Baptist Church
610 Middle River Road
Middle River, Maryland 21220

RE: T

Case Number: 91-319-A

W/S Middle River Road, 80' N of Langley Road

610 Middle River Road

15th Election District - 6th Councilmanic
Petitioner(s): Trustees of Middle River Baptist Church
HEARING: WEDNESDAY, APRIL 10, 1991 at 11:00 a.m.

Dear Petitioner(s):

Please be advised that $ <1/, 34 is due for advertising and posting of tbe above
captioned property.

THIS FEE MUST BE PAID AND THE ZONING SIGN & POST SET(S) RETURNED ON THE DAY OF THE HEARTNG OR
THE ORDER SHALL NOT ISSUE. DO NOT REMOVE THE SIGN & POST SET(S) FROM THE PROPERTY UNTIL THE DAY
OF THE HEARING.

Please make your check payable to Baltimore County, Maryland. Bring the check and the sign &
post set(s) to the Zoning Office, County office Building, 111 W. Chesapeake Avenue, Room 113,
Towson, Maryland fifteen (15) minutes before your hearing is scheduled to begin.

J. ROBERT HAINES
Z0NING COMMISSIONER
‘BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND

cec:  James H. Patterson, Esq.

BALTIMORE COUNTY

INTER-OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

J. Robert Haines DATE: February 11, 1991

Zoning Commissioner

Pat Keller, Deputy Director
Office of Planning and Zoning

Charles Leonard Thomas, Item No. 280
Cynthia Edelberg, Item No. 284

887-3353

’ MARYLAND

Trustees of Middle River Baptist Church, Item No. 288 &

Diamond Point Plaza Ltd. Partnership, Item No. 287
Chuong Vinh, Item No. 291

Fauver Properties, Item No. 293

Robert Harvey, Item No. 303

In reference to the petitioners' request, staff offers no

comments.

'If thez:e_shoulgi be any further questions or if this office can
provide additional information, please contact Jeffrey Long in the

Office of Planning at 887-3211.

PK/JL/cmm

ITEMS.VAR/ZAC1

. Baltimore County Government
_Zoning Commissioner .
Office of Planning and Zoning

111 West Chesapeake Avenue
Towson, MP 21204

February 22, 1991

NOTICE OF REARING

The .Znning Comiaqf}oner of Baltimore County, by authority of the Zoning Act and Regulations of
Baltimore County will bold a public hearing on the property identified herein in Rocm 106 of the
County Office Building, located at 111 W. Chesapeake Avenue in Towson, Maryland 21204 as follows:

Case Number: 91-318-A

W/S Middle River Road, 80' N of Langley Road
610 Middle River Road

15th Election District - 6th Councilwanic

Petitioner(s): Trustees of Middle River Baptist Church
HEARING: WEDNESDAY, APRIL 10, 1991 at 11:00 a.m.

Variance t{o allow an existing double-sided illuminated sign with a total area of 89.2 square
feet in lieu of permitted 30 square feet sign,

S ol

J. ROBERT HAINES
Zoning Commissioner of
Baltimore County

Trustees of Middle River Baptist Church
James H. Patterson, Esq.
John F. Muller

Baltimore County Government .
Department of Public Works
Bureau of Traffic Engineering

+01 Boslev Avenue Suite 403
Towson, MDD 21204

887-3353

887-355:

Fax 887-9781

February 14, 1991

Mr. J. Robert Haines
Zoning Commissioner
County Office Building
Towson, Maryland 21204

Dear Mr. Haines:

] The Bureau of Traffic Engineering has
ltems number 288, 292, and 294.

Very truly yours,

; B D) ‘
Srsetarll o g
Michael's. Flanigan

Traffic Engineer Associate Il

MSF/1vd

no comments for
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Baltimore County

Zoning Commissioner
Office of Planning & Zoning
Towson, Maryland 21204
(301) 887-3353

J, Robert Haines ?/, 3/ 9-ﬂ
Provisional Approval

Permit No: _C~ 8722
Y7 067677 '

LOCA ’ ‘ lfover Rd.
TION: w“ P (‘/(-"_ n'(""C{) il = A’# c o
e ot R e

The issuance of this permit in no way grants or implies approval of EoRasmussen

County Executive
any matter relating to this property which is in conflict with the
Baltimore County Zoning Regulations.

Minutes of Middle River Baptist Church
Special Business Meeting, February 27, 1991

DAIE: /C 24 -2€

Pastor Williams called the church into conference.

He entertained a motion to allow this matter of business to be brought up at this
time without having been previously announced. The motion was made and
approved.

The recommendation was presented from the Trustees that John Muller,
chairman of Tustees, be authorized to sign, for the chl!rch, any documents
pertaining to the zoning variance petition for the church sign. The lawyer and
Mr. Muller have a hearing date for April 10, 1991. The recommendation was
approved by the vote of the church.

N _ The issuance of this permit is subject to the following Conditions:
T i B AN T AT (Please check appropriate box(es))
FRON  Ruluet 1, » eree,

Owner has filed for a public hearing, Item #
0E Zenlng Advioooan e

For Bt e om0 monn

Owner must file for a public hearing within ?3_days
. before the Zoning Commissioner requesting rellef from all
conflicts with the Baltimore County Zoning Requlations.

Respectfully submitted,

Owner/contract purchaser must submit a complete revised site
development plan and requested accompanying information

within days resolving all poasible conflicts with the
Baltimore County Zoning Regulations.

o .lil)jt’t".. .';_[l,i“,;:

I'.-' ul I'"l (J""'.' 3:"-"‘\!_‘ n

' . R s - . . . . .

The Tevo Loy Dot I A A TR
L}
L]

-:2.'( ’(_' o 0

R
}f{;,(c@./ |

Phyllis P. Taylor
Church Clerk

For Ttre., a0 g1 The owner/contract purchaser may proceed at his own risk with the
NEEREEEE ::-1.:;-'\.1 Lt construction indicated in the above-referenced permit.
FoooThom 204, 0 00 s

For This il

However, in the event that all of the above conditions are not
completed as stipulated, and/or the petition for reliecf has been

denied, dismissed or withdrawn, this provisional approval is rescinded
forthwith,

Inmediately thereafter the owner/contract purchaser must return the
property to the condition it was in prior to the beginning of said
i construction and accepts full financinl liabjlity in the matter.

l | 0 /{7»- 4\ py / ’

1 —ttr ? A Yokt BAMNY & ;

. /'« " Zoning Commifsioni Erle.
I have read the above statement and 1 agree to abide by the decision of

the Zoning Cowmmissioner in this matter. I also hereby certify that I’
the undersigned am in fact the jowner and if applicable the contract

purchaser and not just an agent, fof/ spme /
V‘ . *
Signed L‘l;l . //&/4&/ Signed
OWNer  (fritamy + { Thaslres Contract Purchaser

(Please print clearly) (Please print clearly)

V]
W Nowe__*__Jedd £ Muctsin Nome

ags ! g CaAlC 2 a
~Zotilng Vifice Staff hddress! 9§ fiex Cacos Address

g g (A Dr2d e
Herk I' iHne b 4841
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